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Episode 1,895: Traveling Through COVID America
Guest: Antony Sammeroff

WOODS: All right, let's talk about, first of all, what you've been up to, because you are from Scotland, but you have not been to Scotland for quite some time. You've been in the US for quite a while, and I don't think you were anticipating so long a stay here. So what exactly has been happening?

SAMMEROFF: Yeah, it's funny. I left Scotland in October. I thought I was only going to be leaving for a couple of months, and actually they just started the second lockdown when I left, Scotland, which was like, I'm so lucky I got out when I did, because the Scottish winter is pretty depressing in the best of times, but with a lockdown, I mean, they're just opening up now. So I don't know how I would have gotten on with that. 

And it was weird, because last year maybe around best time when they started to open up again, it was wonderful. It was actually sunny. It was sunny. I know it's hard to believe, but it was sunny in Scotland. And because they had limited capacity in the bars, all the cafes and restaurant, just put seating on the sidewalk. Of course, we don't call it the sidewalk; we call it the pavement. And people were sitting outside having their cheeky half pints of cider, and it felt like the whole world was waking up. And then they instituted the mask mandates, and we're kind of like looking at each other askance, saying, What's going on here? I thought this was over. They're opening up, but it looks like they were kind of paving the way to close down again, even then. 

So I'm lucky because most of the time I spent here has been in Florida and in Texas, although I've been doing a little bit of touring — I'm sure we get to that — and things were relatively open. I don't know how it would have coped with that otherwise. It feels like I've not really had that much of a lockdown.

WOODS: If you wanted to go back to Scotland tomorrow, would you be able to? Are there any requirements you could satisfy that would get you in there? 

SAMMEROFF: There was a regulation for a while that if you do so — it might still be the case. That's how well I've considered going home under these conditions — that you would actually have to quarantine in an expensive hotel on your own dime. Of course, it's not a dime. It's 10 pence apiece. But you have to quarantine yourself in a hotel for two weeks to get back in. They might be lifting that now. 

I would love to go home for a couple of weeks before PorcFest, but in order to get into the USA, you have to spend — you can't get into the USA directly from the UK. You have to go to Mexico or Costa Rica or an approved country, which is weird because that meant getting in here in October, I went to Mexico for a few weeks. How do they know what I did in Mexico? I could have gone to a crack party and swapped COVID with people, left and right. And back then, you didn't even need a PCR test to get — Not that the PCR tests are reliable, but it was so arbitrary. You know, you didn't need a test to get in to the USA from Mexico, but you weren't allowed to enter from the UK, period. It's just bizarre.

WOODS: Well, I couldn't agree more, by the way, and of course, as somebody who enjoys international travel, the whole thing has been a complete nightmare for me as well. But you have the old US of A to be hopping around in at least.

SAMMEROFF:  Yeah. Yeah, when we met in Orlando in December, you were saying, like we can't believe how compliant everyone was. I remember it made an impression on me, because you were like, I didn't realize it was this bad. But now it makes it look almost funny, because now we're in May, and we keep waiting for it to be over and it just isn't over. 

But the USA has absolutely been the land of opportunity for me. I didn't realize it was famous until I went to the Soho Forum in Orlando. And all credit to you, I'd you have people coming up to me and saying, "Oh, I really loved your appearances on the Tom Woods Show." 

WOODS: And that opened some doors for you, the name recognition, because you were able to speak — for instance, I did a whole episode on what happened at the State Convention of the Libertarian Party of Nevada. You were able to be part of that, you and Angela McArdle, as outsiders, as non-Nevadans, let's say. I did do an episode on that, but can you say something about what your experience was like? You were a guy from Scotland. You are part of the Libertarian Party over at Scotland, but here you are observing up close maybe one of the nastiest bunch of all the state affiliates of the Libertarian Party. What were your impressions? 

SAMMEROFF: Well, I didn't know about the depth and the breadth of the controversy when I went. So as you said, I came as an outsider coming in. And it was a great honor to be invited. They really made a great effort to bring me out. The now-treasurer, Brian, had me in his house for a week. My friend Stephan Kinsella came out to hang out as well, and I made friends with him in Houston, and we've become quite close. I feel like now I've been in so many cities, and wherever I go, I've just made friends left and right, so if I knew someone who's visiting Vegas, Orlando, Seattle, Houston, Austin, I go, I've got some friends that you must meet. I mean, I've really been embraced here, and as you said, it's opened doors. So for example, meeting Angela, we were like, oh, we can do a meet-and-greet next week in LA, which we did do. A bunch of people came out last night. 

Now I'm in Arizona, which by the way, is the very underrated non-lockdown state. People have talked quite a lot about Texas and about Florida, but when I went into grocery stores in Houston, the usually 50:50 would say, "Excuse me, sir, could you put on a mask, please?" Whereas here in Arizona, no one seems to care. So I didn't realize that you don't even get asked. And that, again, is through the libertarian community. Someone said, well, I'll come to the LA meetup and then I'll collect you and we can do something in Phoenix.

Prior to that, I met a friend in Costa Rica. I encourage people to do this, because libertarians on Facebook have tons and tons of friends, right? So she invited me to come and stay in Seattle. So I went on Facebook and I typed in my friends in Seattle. And you could do this for any city. And right enough, a bunch of libertarians came up, some of whom I'd spoken to before. One organized a speaking event for me while I was there, which led to me getting another one in Portland, which was obviously next door. This is the best community ever. 

When you were interviewing Jordan Page the other day and he was talking about how people embraced him and had him in his home — I've had people offer to pick me up from the airport just through the libertarian community — I felt like he was talking about me. I was like, wow, I'm living what he was living all those years ago during the Ron Paul days. I think it's something about being an individualist, as well. It's like it's up to us to do good in the world. It's not like we can outsource it to the state or anything like that. You know, there's no collective to do the good for us. 

So I definitely suggest, if anyone's traveling anywhere, type in my friends in that city and see who you're networked with through the libertarian community, because when people were coming to Scotland, I did the same. Sometimes they messaged me saying they were coming to Scotland, and I would arrange a libertarian meet-up so they could meet all the guys and the few ladies. 

WOODS: I at this point just assume that if there is any major libertarian event going on within a month or so, that you're going to be there. And I have not been wrong yet. I saw you at the Mises Institute conference, the Austrian Economics Research Conference. I've seen you hanging out with Stephan Kinsella all over the place. I saw you in Orlando. 

I'm doing a house event for supporters this coming, Saturday, May 15th. It's all full. It was full within 24 to 48 hours of my announcing it. It's just for people in the supporting listeners program, and it costs me a fortune to hold these parties by the way, an absolute fortune. Between the food, the entertainment, whatever — I mean, whatever you think it costs me, it's three times more. But it's worth it, because I have people who are supporting me. They don't have to, and yet they've chosen to and I want to — this is one of the rare cases where the expression "I want to give something back" is actually meaningful, because they really have given me a lot.

But it turns out that the Mises Caucus of the Libertarian Party decided to have a big event with some great speakers, including the great, heroic Michael Rectenwald and Dave Smith and Jeff Deist and others in Pittsburgh the same day. That doesn't affect me because my event was full, and I couldn't fit anybody else in here anyway. So yes, if you're not coming to my party, I would say everybody go to Pittsburgh and have a good time. And I'm sure, given the way you've been traveling, you would have been at my party if it hadn't been for the Pittsburgh thing. 

SAMMEROFF: Yeah, not only that, but there's actually a libertarian festival in Washington state that same, so I was going to go to that, but I can only go for the Thursday of that, and then I need to leave the next morning for Pittsburgh, because Michael Heise — I never know whether I should say Heis-uh or Heise, but he said it's Anglicized — invited me to this event. He kindly asked me to speak at it. And I'm a friend of Michael Rectenwald. We've been speaking quite a lot recently. So it's good for us to share the stage.

Not only that, but the California Libertarian Party convention is that weekend, as well. Everyone's spoiled or choice for libertarian events this weekend, but yeah, if you can, you should definitely come to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania because it's going to be wild. It sounds like they've sold 300 tickets or something like that. So I'm looking forward to meeting everyone. I'm getting messages from people saying, Oh, I'm going to see you at this. I'm going to see you at that.

There's a bunch of stuff coming up. There is Liberty Speaks in Delaware on the 4th —

WOODS: 4th of June, I guess?

SAMMEROFF: 4th of June, I should have said that, yes. So that's something that people may also want to be aware of. In fact, at the end, I'll give my travel locations in case anyone wants to come and meet up. 

WOODS: Well, let's go back for a second. If people do hear this in time for Pittsburgh this weekend, they can get to the event page at TomWoods.com/Pittsburgh. I set up a redirect to make it easy on everybody. 

So we were at the Mises Institute. This was a scholarly event. The Mises Institute has been heroic through this whole thing, because there have been, let's say, libertarian institutions that have not exactly impressed me. 

There's one major — let me just say it: the Cato Institute. Why am I holding back? It's the Tom Woods Show. I'll say whatever I want to say. The Cato Institute has thought that the appropriate thing at this moment in history is to be nitpicking Ron DeSantis. I mean, how absolutely tone-deaf could somebody be, I have no idea. I don't know if Cato donors realize that that's what the institute is doing. If you're donating money to Cato, it's going to a blog where they think that criticizing Ron DeSantis at a time when, clearly, the only issue right now is restoring people's lives and not locking down and not being irrational and crazy. But they think, well, let's find something we don't like about Ron DeSantis. Yeah, there are things I don't like about Ron DeSantis, but there's a time and a place.

So we've had that going on, but meantime, we have the Mises Institute that couldn't have been sounder on all this stuff. Could not possibly have been sounder. By interesting coincidence, is not in the Washington, DC orbit. Hmm, about that? Is not looking to influence politicians or be respectable or whatever. I'm not interested in anybody who wants to be respectable. Respectable to what, to Bill Clinton? 

SAMMEROFF: To who? Yeah.

WOODS: I don't care. Yeah, exactly. I don't care. So the Mises Institute has had in-person events and conferences all this time. The only thing they canceled was last year's scholars conference, but that was largely because people couldn't travel, they couldn't travel internationally. A big portion of that conference involves international travel. This year, they went ahead anyway and I saw you there. It's just heroic. I mean, we were able to be normal people. And everybody was fine. There were no problems. Everybody was fine. 

SAMMEROFF: Yes, and it was a wonderful event. I'm so lucky, because I was originally going to go to Idaho, but I happened to change my plans because I was going to meet someone and I ended up in Houston. So again, Facebook, "my friends in Houston," Stephan Kinsella, who we'd spoken maybe half a dozen times. He did my show twice. And I met up with him and we made good friends. And he was like, Oh, Antony, should come to this conference in Alabama, and I never even knew it was on. It was last minute. So I got to meet a lot of my heroes. A funny moment for me was because I turned around to Jeff Herbener, and I was like, This is really weird because I know you, and you don't know me. And he was like, Well, actually Antony, I've heard you on the Tom Woods Show.

WOODS: Yeah.

SAMMEROFF: That's you, Tom. The wonderful thing about you, Tom — well, there's many wonderful things about you —

WOODS: There are.

SAMMEROFF: — and your show is, someone needed this slot, right? Someone needed to do the more intellectual libertarian show. But you're so modest, and you always put other people in the spotlight. You're always pushing other people into the — you're like Morpheus, except for instead of finding one Neo, you find Neos left and right, all across the world in the libertarian movement.

WOODS: I appreciate that. One of the things I wanted to do from the beginning was give people a platform who deserve to have one and who weren't as well-known as they should be. And the best example of that is Scott Horton on foreign policy. 

SAMMEROFF: Oh yeah, you've made him huge. 

WOODS: I was scandalized at how few people knew Scott Horton, given all his hard work and his immense, encyclopedic knowledge. And now, I think partly because of being on my show, and then by extension Dave, Dave Smith's show, he's like a household name. I mean, if Scott Horton were to walk out on to a libertarian stage, he'd get a wild standing ovation. And that's what I want. Why would that guy not be well known? It's a scandal, so if there's something I can do about that, doggone it, I'm going to.

SAMMEROFF: Yeah, so I asked quite a few of the famous Austrian economists what they liked about economics and what attracted them. And we all had kind of had the same — speaking to Tim Terrell, he's like into environmental economics — we always had the same basic answer, which is the fact that it demystifies the world and it makes sense. It's like you really feel like you understand something, and that's a very strange thing to — it seems like a very strange feeling to all rally around. We're so freaking enthusiastic about it. The truth is beautiful. 

So I got snapped with various people like David Gordon, who kindly read my book and then wrote a review on Mises.org. Actually, you had a chess game with David Ramsay Steele, who I was sitting on the couch and I heard him speak and I was like, that voice is so familiar. And I was like, where are you from? He said, Birmingham — UK, not Alabama, by the way. And I said, Oh, you sound like this guy — I got his name wrong — Something-Ramsay Steele. He's like, That's funny because I'm called David Ramsay Steele. So we go into a deep philosophical conversation, and I'm going to meet him in Chicago. But you guys got in a chess game, didn't you? 

WOODS: Yeah, we did. Now, David is the author of a book called From Marx to Mises. He's done some other work too. I've had him on the Tom Woods Show a couple times. He's done work on George Orwell and what his — because there's been an argument about what Orwell really thought and was he a this or was he a that? And Steele is really on top of that stuff. But yeah, we played chess a couple of times, and he won one, and I won one. The one he won, doggone it, there's no way I should have let him win that game. No way. I had him dead to rights. I just misplayed it. But of course, misplaying it is another way of saying losing, so it's perfectly legitimate that he won the game. I'm just saying it was one that I let get away, put it that way —

SAMMEROFF: Yeah —

WOODS: Oh, tell me, go ahead. 

SAMMEROFF: I was just saying I had a joke about the chess game that Stephan said sounded like a David Gordon joke, so if my David Gordon impression is bad, it's because it's me doing an impression of Stephan doing an impression.

WOODS: Give it a shot. 

SAMMEROFF: I always thought that the knight was the person riding the horse, but it turns out that the horse itself is a high-ranking member of the feudal system. I didn't realize that this was under Caligula where the horse was made a senator.

WOODS: Okay, yeah. Okay, either you or David now need to go [laughing].

SAMMEROFF: Okay. 

WOODS: Okay, but just a quick thing about who's Stephan Kinsella and why are you spending your entire life with him? 

SAMMEROFF: That's really funny. Actually, someone did a screenshot of us hanging out in Las Vegas on the Strip and posted pictures saying that we were the new Bob Murphy and Tom Woods, the greatest libertarians ever. 

WOODS: All right, so let's hear, because these names people need to know. 

SAMMEROFF: Yes, I just took for granted everyone knows who Stephan is.

WOODS: No, no. I mean, again, I would say at this point, probably a solid 40% of my audience joined because of COVID, so they don't know who David Gordon is or Angela or these names. So we've got to introduce these people when we bring them up.

SAMMEROFF: Right, Stephan wrote the seminal book against intellectual property, because either libertarian theorists had talked about it, but he's actually an intellectual property lawyer so he could talk about it from a legalistic standpoint with the inside knowledge. And he said he went into it trying to figure out what the case for IP was and discovered, in has words, there are good arguments for intellectual property. He carved out a niche in the sense that he is the guy, the most important guy when it comes to that topic. So I guess after we went to Alabama, we just got on really well, so he invited me on a skiing holiday, which by the way, take away link, you guys have to go on YouTube and type in "lift talks Stephan Kinsella." I'm not loving my own press or anything like that, but I have to say, we put up two videos of us talking on the lifts, and they still crack me up. 

WOODS: Oh, "lift talks" is what you're saying? L-I-F-T T-A-L-K-S, okay.

SAMMEROFF: That's right, excuse my accent. Lift talks, talking on the lift. If you can stand two hours of us babbling, I think you'll get some laughs out of it. It's really funny, because I met someone in Mexico and because I was going to ski in Colorado, I tried to set up a meet-and-greet in Denver — this is what I do if I'm going somewhere — with my friends in Denver, and I got to meet a couple of dear friends whom I've only spoken to online. But the weird thing is this person that I met in Mexico is like, hey, do you want to come down for this meet-up, and she was like, I don't know, it's like 4 or 5 hours away from where I live. So I went onto her Facebook and saw that she lived in Telluride, Colorado. I can't even explain how coincidental that is, of all the places she possibly could have lived, which is where we were skiing. It's just one of the many serendipitous things that seem to happen to me left and right. I almost feel like I'm not worthy of all the bounties largesse — I got that from Shakespeare — that life is furnishing me with.

WOODS: Well, on the other hand, it's refreshing to be able to hear there's somebody who is somehow managing to live life to the fullest even under the most challenging conditions. So we see your pictures. I mean, after a while, I actually wrote to Stephan and said, "You still do have a wife, I assume, right?" I mean, I don't know how she's letting him spend a month somewhere with Sammeroff, but that's his private affair to handle on his own.

SAMMEROFF: Well, I actually have something to say about that. As it so happens, I met Stephan's lovely wife, Cindy, and I said exactly that. I was like, "Thank you for letting this one go around gallivanting with me," and she said, "Oh no, it's fine. It's great to see him so happy," which was deeply touching.

WOODS: Yes, indeed, indeed. So that is great. Anyway, so yours is a story of, in one sense, frustration and sadness because of what's going on in your home country. And of course, we're still frustrated about the United States. But I have photographic proof from your life that it's possible for somebody to find the oasis of freedom around here and enjoy them, but beyond that, to take advantage of the fact that we do, even though we are beaten down, we feel defeated at every turn, we still have a robust libertarian community that is more than just debating capitalism versus socialism, but really is about relationships and helping people and making people like you feel welcome. So there are still those bright spots that we saw emerge during the Ron Paul days, and they have not been snuffed out. That's what I take away from this. 

SAMMEROFF: That's right. And I have been made to feel so welcome, and I would just like to encourage the listeners to find out who  you know, because everyone @s everyone. So go to meet-ups, because this is a great community. It will restore your sanity. I've been kind of giving talks on the theme of building libertarian community, because when people leave leftism or they leave Republicanism, they're not just leaving a political ideology. It's going to put them at odds with people, and it's very important that there's a meet-up they can go to and there's a new family to embrace them. 

And I don't think that people are just embracing me because I've been on the Tom Woods Show. Actually, I had a whole week of Tom Woods dedicated to me. Just saying, just saying. Don't think it's just because I'm a personality. I think that this is the quality of people who are attracted to libertarianism. Deep thinkers, empathetic, people who are doing interesting things with their life, because it's not just for — you have to kind of be a little bit tricky to go against what basically everyone in the world seems to believe.

There's no need to suffer at home during this time. This is not a time for us to be locking up. The more they lock down, the more we should open up, the more we should connect with each other. And that's kind of like my cheesy pitch to go out and be part of this, because whether you've got a million in the bank or zero, you can only enjoy your $4 coffee when you're enjoying your $4 coffee. Similarly, it doesn't really matter, even if the whole world is in chaos. What is the world? It's just a bunch of relationships. 

So as you say, you can find this oasis in the desert. If you're living free, if you're connecting with people, it's almost like this isn't happening to a degree, the lockdowns and things. I'm fighting this any way I can, but I'm doing it with a smile on my face because if I let it get me down — which it did quite a bit at the beginning, but I feel like I can have transcended — then win. So I'm just trying to live as free as I can. And sometimes I forget that this is going on. It's like I'm constantly thinking, What? This is still going on? What the hell? When's this going to end?

WOODS: Yeah.

SAMMEROFF: I guess we'll just have to wait and see. 

WOODS: Can you give us a very quick rundown of where you'll be in the future, and I'll post links on the show notes page?

SAMMEROFF: Okay. Yeah, I'm going to Seattle, Pittsburgh, New York, Chicago, Dallas, Felton, Delaware. I'll be back in Orlando at some point. Maybe Tampa. I'll probably be back in Austin and Houston. And I'll be in New Hampshire for PorcFest. That's it so far, but you never know. Things might get added to the list. 

WOODS: All right, the show notes page is TomWoods.com/1895. I'll put the list on there, and it'll link to different events that you'll be part of. But if it's just you're paying a visit, we'll give people a way to get in touch with you if they want to meet up or whatever. 

SAMMEROFF: That's right. And if you want updates in case I'm coming to your city go to BeYourselfandLoveIt.com/DoIt. There are a couple of self-help books you can get for free, and you will get on my mailing list and I will send out an announcement. I don't mail out all the time, so you don't need to be worried about spam, but I'll announce events and things like that. And if you are really super enthusiastic to bring me to your city, then you can email me about that as well. If it's possible, if it's plausible and there's enough people, I'll see if I can make that happen, because this has been amazing meeting everyone. 

WOODS: Well, I'm going to refer people also to the show notes page for your previous appearances, because you have five of them in a row when, as you say, we had Antony Sammeroff Week on the Tom Woods Show, and a longtime friend said to me, "I could not believe how versatile that guy was,' all the different areas where he could speak and have something interesting and valuable to say. So check out TomWoods.com/1895 to see what we're talking about, and then you're just going to be hooked on Antony Sammeroff. You're just going to have to live with that somehow. 

SAMMEROFF: Yeah. And again I advocate watching the lift talks episode of Stephan Kinsella's show on his YouTube. I think you will laugh. If you don't laugh, then I guess you just don't get Antony Sammeroff. 

WOODS: All right, well, I'll link to that. How about that? I'll put that stuff up also on the show notes page for ease of access. So thanks again, Antony, and I guess I'll be seeing you soon. 

SAMMEROFF: Thank you. I look forward to seeing you again.
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