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Episode 1,922: Adam Curry on the Growth of Dissident Voices
Guest: Adam Curry

WOODS: First of all, I have a lot of No Agenda listeners among my folks and they're big fans of yours, and I realize that in the conversation we had last time, I left out some things that I wanted to ask you. And then plus we've had things happen since then. 

But the key thing I want to ask you is, if I were to survey the music world about how they feel about Dr. Fauci, at least publicly, they'll tell me, well, without him, where would we be, and thank goodness we had his guidance, and if you don't listen to him, you're a backward idiot and all that. But that's clearly not your view. I mean, I listen to enough of No Agenda to know that's not your view. 

So what do you think's going on here? Do you think that in their heart of hearts, behind closed doors, some of them at least are saying, Geez, my livelihood was almost destroyed? Could you lay off a little, Dr. Fauci? I mean, do you think they believe what they're saying, based on your experience with these sorts of people?

CURRY: Well, first Tom, I want to thank you because a lot of the Tom Woods listeners have also crossed over, and our tribes are intermingling and we've smoked the peace pipe and everybody's loving it. So we see a lot of Tom Woods people showing up to the No Agenda show and so I love that that crossover.

When it comes to musicians, coincidentally, we just played a couple of clips from about a half-hour interview with Eric Clapton, who is not on board with anything that's going on. And forget about just the coronavirus and vaccine and adverse events, but he really went into how he was ostracized from his family, even. His own kids thought he was a kook. And so when he teamed up with Van Morrison, another clear anti-lockdown musician — that was quickly kind of tampered. You didn't hear too much about it, of course. These are all old guys. Who wants to listen to them, right? What had Eric Clapton ever done? Written some of the best songs in the world? 

But I think that we're seeing that what we talked about last time, cancel culture, is so prevalent, even though it can be reversed, as we see now with the bat versus the lab theory, that people are completely afraid for the economic situation, probably more so than their social situation, and they're being quiet if anything, just not saying anything one way or the other.

WOODS:  Clapton, by the way, I'm glad you mentioned him. In that interview, he mentioned that he started to think a different way and feel intellectually fulfilled in thinking that way by listening to a guy named Ivor Cummins from Ireland, who's been heroic, who is brilliant, who's been on my show a couple of times. And to see that we penetrated got through to Eric Clapton with Ivor Cummins is great. And then also to find out that Clapton signed the Great Barrington declaration, I hadn't known that. 

CURRY: Yeah, yeah, that's that was one of his awakening moments, I think, looking at the interview. But also to hear Eric Clapton say that he figured out how to get on a Telegram channel was just heartwarming. Like, okay, exactly. That's where it's at, EC.

WOODS: [laughing] I still haven't figured that out. I have to next week because I'm going to an event where the whole schedule, which is kind of evolving, is going to be handled on that platform. Oh gosh, come on. I mean, I'm almost 49 now. Don't throw me any more curveballs. I've been pretty resilient up to now, for heaven's sake.

CURRY: I'd like to ask you kind of a meta question, though, in this regard. 

WOODS: Yeah.

CURRY: Kind of looking at the timing of everything now that people — you know, something has happened, clearly. Some event took place, and it started with Bill Gates disappearing from public view, which is related to a number of things. Then we had an immediate reversal of the mask mandate, overnight. It took many people by surprise, very uncharacteristic, by the way, of how our health system has been working. So all these massive moves taking place all of a sudden. And then we have the bat versus the lab walk back, which I think some of that is a distraction. 

But if you step back even further, back to when this first started, and the reasons where, where it come from, maybe not even that interesting in the context of President Trump did something very interesting. He fast-tracked and named it Operation Warp Speed, something we'd never heard of. Of course, the MRNA technology has been around, but he said screw it, we're going to have these vaccines out by the end of the year, within  a couple of months. 

It is now my belief, looking back — and I've taken the World Economic Forum and Klaus and Jim Oakes and all those at their word — that they really are using a great reset. Now it turns, out of the words of Joe Biden himself, the B3W, the Build Back Better World, is indeed a coordinated effort amongst 38 nations, he let slip, to combat the Belt and Road Initiative from China. But maybe this whole idea of an economic shutdown, lockdowns, periodic or not masks for three or four years, which would be your typical fast-track vaccine timeline, just perhaps President Trump said, well, they're going to kill a lot of people by shutting down the whole world's economy for their great reset. This is a Hail Mary. We may have people falling off the edge, but at least it won't be the whole world. 

WOODS: So you think Trump saw through what they were more or less actually up to?

CURRY: It's a theory that at least fits the timeline and what's going on. And that's irrelevant of whether this was an accident, if it's even a real virus. I mean, all that stuff doesn't matter. The lockdowns, the shutdowns and the economic crush was real. 

WOODS: Yeah, that's true. Well, I don't quite know what to make of it, because, of course, when the election took place, we had a couple questions in our mind. Suppose Biden gets into the White House. He could do one of two things. He could really tighten the screws on lockdowns, which is what his friends in Europe are doing, or he could come up with various ways to ease our way out of it. They could lower the PCR testing threshold. They could do this thing where if you —

CURRY: Which they did.

WOODS: Yeah, which they did. If you get the vaccine, we're not even going to bother counting if you have a case or whatever. They could do a bunch of things. And also what they could do is what Andrew Cuomo just did: use a certain vaccinations threshold as a fig leaf to say, okay, now we can reopen because some arbitrary number has been met. And I was actually — and I'm not saying this just after the fact. You can see it in my newsletter and on the show. I was leaning toward he's going to ease up on it because it'll be like a Nixon to China thing, that Biden can get away with it, whereas Trump — almost as soon as Biden took over, yeah, there were some people talking about it's going to get worse before it gets better, but I started seeing people using the phrase "back to normal" way more than they'd been using under Trump. It was always "the new normal." I started to see a distinct shift in tone. Like okay, guys, look, obviously enough is enough. I cannot for four years preside over an economy in the dumps and people not producing. I mean, this has to end at some point. 

CURRY: Well, again, I think all the plans were thwarted. Trump was supposed to be Hillary. Maybe this was planned much earlier. They definitely did not have everything in a row, and I'm saying using the big they; let's just call it the big reset people. You can see that was kind of the failed rollout of vaccine passports, freedom passes, whatever you want to call it. That's not really working. Around the world, even the EU just certified vaccination passport. You can also get one if you've recovered, have antibodies, or if you have a test within the last 72 hours. So it seems like a lot of that just kind of failed. 

What I find interesting is that a lot of the China policies have remained in place, contrary to what I think we all thought would happen, certainly seeing the Biden family's connection to the China business and the CCP. And now it looks like there may be even a pivot of the big boys. Like hold on, we're doing a great reset, but we're also going to really put the pressure on China, with Australia apparently leading the way. So there are big shifts going on here, which are covered up by some vocative meeting with Putin where he just laughs in our face. 

As so there's something very large happening, and what I love about the United States of America is that we're seeing how important states' rights are and how they can be exercised and how we are just not going to lay down and take some federal mandate on every single issue. 

WOODS: Boy, there's so much you said there. The states' rights thing. I had more or less thought federalism was dead, but this proved me wrong. It is robust. There are states, 0f course the one I'm in right now, Florida, in particular that have just thumbed their nose at the whole thing and actually been derisive toward Fauci. DeSantis has been downright derisive. 

Now, here's the thing I'm looking at — this is as of June 16th, so just a few days ago. 44.1% of the population had been fully vaccinated. And at this point, it looks like the demand for the vaccine has leveled off or is in decline. And I think that's one of the key factors at least accounting for why in the United States, some of these calls for vaccine passports didn't go anywhere, because a whole industry cannot afford to just give up on 56% of its potential customers. That's just not going to happen. 

CURRY: Well, I think what happened is you had your governor, DeSantis, right away say no, no, we're not going to allow any kind of credentialing.

WOODS: Yeah, there's that too.

CURRY:  And then our governor, Abbott, who I'm on the fence about — he did some things that I'm not so happy with during the lockdown, but maybe he's recovering — and then he followed, and we now have a number of states saying that's just going to be forbidden. 

I'm in Austin, Texas, one of the most liberal cities in the country, and a very interesting — and we're about to leave, by the way. I'm leaving Austin to re-enter the state of Texas. And so forget about the local government and what they're doing. I interact with the people and with restaurants and businesses and gyms, etc. The people of Austin don't care anymore. They don't care if you wear a mask. They don't care if you're vaccinated. They're not asking each other anymore. You come into a restaurant, no one's giving you stink eye. 

I mean, I did this almost four weeks ago. I went to Whole Foods to pick something. We have the Whole Foods, it was founded in Austin. And I was so tired of it, Tom. Like, I'm just going to go in without a mask. I'll have one in my back pocket because I don't want to get into a fight and I don't want to wind up on Instagram and TikTok being the douchebag. But I'm tired, so I'm just not going to wear it. It was me and one other dude I saw at the cash register. Everyone else had a mask on and no one said anything. There was no stink eye. No one walked around me. And that's when I knew people are so tired and are so done with the mixed messaging that they don't care anymore. And there's some level that has returned that is beautiful to see. 

So even with the provisions the governor has put in place in our state, and other states have done the same, the people of Austin are just tired of it and don't care. And that gives me a lot of hope. 

WOODS: I agree, and just seeing how quickly in some places the masks came off, at least among a substantial minority of people, surprised me, given what I thought was there, a lot of people's attachment to them. So that's been great. But that also seeing these blue state governors saying we're lifting capacity restrictions. So to me the real bellwether will be whether various concert tours go on as planned. So in August, Megadeth is launching a major tour. 

CURRY: [laughing] Let's get down to the important things. Screw global politics and money flow. Is Megadeth getting out there, people?

WOODS: Because most people don't even know who Klaus Schwab is, but they do know who Dave Mustaine is. They have their priorities right, you know? So if that happens, if that goes on, then I think — so for example, we had Foreigner perform here in Orlando a week or two ago. And I thought to myself, look, if Foreigner — Foreigner's a major band. I mean, I don't think they have Lou Gramm anymore. I don't think they have for a while. Doesn't matter, though. We all know them from the '80s. And so if they perform, that's a signal that things are getting back to normal. But I saw pictures of it, and it was this dystopian, socially-distanced thing, where you had a pod that you were in. [laughing] And I thought, I just can't be part of that. But in principle, doggone it, it happened. So given we've had these big sporting events and all this, I think Megadeth is going forward. 

CURRY: Well, here's the real question. Do they have any gigs planned in Canada? Because while we're here celebrating I think a victory really of the people over the government — and part of that is what you do, it's what I do, it's what Joe Rogan does, it's what Michael Malice does, it's what Alex Jones does, what Max Keiser does. I can go on and on and on. The alternative media is the media. The numbers prove it. The elite messaging system is failing. And you see that we're winning with information that turns out to be true, and then I think the operatives like Jon Stewart are sent in to soften the blow and make it funny and say, hey, it's okay, Jon Stewart approves of this of this now-new fact. Meanwhile, in Canada, they're locked down like dogs. 

WOODS: I know. It's awful.

CURRY: It's beyond awful. These are our neighbors. They live on our continent. They're our brothers and sisters. And they're being treated like dogs. And it's unbelievable.

WOODS: I feel terrible. As I say, I have a lot of friends in Canada. And yet I would say, I don't know, maybe in some places, 80% of them want this. They want it. But there are so many good, decent people who know how nonsensical at all is, and it is crushing. But yeah, they're going to see — I mean, it's one thing to pretend Florida doesn't exist, which is what all these European lockdowns have been based on. Let's pretend there's no Florida. Let's continue to talk as if these mitigation measures do any good.

CURRY: Right.

WOODS: But geez, doggone it, when a whole country, allegedly the leader of the free world is having — I'm using Megadeth as a proxy, you understand, for normality —

CURRY: Yes, it's fine, yes.

WOODS: When they're having a tour like that go on and nothing happens, eventually that's just got to reach people. It's got to.

CURRY: Well, I was part of the super spreader event known as Bitcoin 2021 in Miami. 

WOODS: Yeah.

CURRY: Which I think Bloomberg did one report and it said, "Miami hotspot," because some Bitcoin podcaster confirmed by a Bitcoin blogger that some of their friends had contracted something. They couldn't make anything out of it. And I was there. If there was any place where there would be spread, it was definitely there. But of course there wasn't. There wasn't, because it's just not there anymore. There were 12,000 to 15,000 people. Everybody's fine. That was the pre-Megadeth bellwether there. 

WOODS: Yeah, exactly right.

CURRY: The Bitcoin bellwether.

WOODS: Exactly right. Now, unfortunately, there are a bunch of or at least several acts that I wouldn't mind seeing that are coming to Florida, but they're going to be doing it at like the some like outdoor fairgrounds. Do you know how hot it is in Florida in September? I'm not going to that.

CURRY: It's a little much. Yeah, you either want to be in a preconditioned mosh pit or not at all. 

WOODS: Yeah, give me my air-conditioned pod and then I'll think about it. So has there been for you any pushback at all from your audience when you guys took a hardline against the Fauci regime?

CURRY: Well, we started that almost in week 3, because it was an interesting sequence of events for me personally, as I did the Joe Rogan show in March of 2020. That was literally a week before the lockdown, maybe a week and a half before the lockdown. In the studio at the time, he was going to be on the show right after me, was Osterholm, the guy who has been wrong about —

WOODS: Ugh, everything.

CURRY: — everything, consistently. And he's like, you know, Three and a half million people dead. We're in the mouth of the beast. It's coming. The variants are going to kill us all. I mean, every single time he's been wrong. He is, by the way, on the team, on the Biden team as an advisor. 

Yeah, so a couple things. Joe Rogan recertified my credentials. You know, he's like recredentialed me and so we had a lot of people tuning in. And I decided to go all in, do as much as I could. Our audience consists of professionals in all of these different practices, certainly in health care, so we had a lot of information incoming, and we saw the switch of the data in week three. And I'm like, okay, this is bull crap. 

The people who did have a hard time with us — and by the way, I hate being right about all of these things we discussed. The lab, everything. Everything Trump said we knew would be beaten down, so Ivermectin, hydroxychloroquine. That'll all come out. It will all eventually be accepted. You're going to see Pfizer actually create a pill that will have it in there, and it'll be called something else. And all of this is happening. 

But the people in New York who were listening, for them, this was very real. Because imagine, I lived in Manhattan for a couple years in Hell's Kitchen. And when something goes down in the city — and a lot of people had also, of course, been there in 9/11 — it's very traumatizing when people are dying. The New York local news can really, really pump you up. And of course, at a certain point on the isle of Manhattan, for sure, everybody knows somebody who knows somebody who died. And these people, some of them had to tune out.

In general, he majority of people have said the following, and I'm sure you've received the same: Thank you. You kept me sane. I don't know what I would have done without you, at least discussing it. Whether you were right or wrong, you made me feel like I wasn't a total idiot, which is what I get from watching and reading everything else. And I think that is a service that we've inadvertently provided just by the nature of who we are and what we do.

WOODS: I've gotten that email so many times, those exact words, because they're living in some kind of Orwellian bizarro world that makes no sense. 

CURRY: A simulation. They're living in the simulation. And we have just created an alternative simulation. I mean, it's all in our head. We're inside. We're watching it on the screen. S  whatever is built up in her head is being partially manipulated, partially managed, our own management of our thoughts. This has been a very interesting period for the world.

WOODS: And one of the ways that I've actually built up quite a few people inside my — I have a private group that I moved from Facebook to MeWe — is that I said, after a year of having your motives questioned and your own friends interrogating you all the time and you can't get through to them even though you have every chart in the world, I've got a bunch of people who were smart, engaging, and they're all friends you haven't met yet. And man, is that exactly what people needed this year. 

CURRY: Yeah, and our communities became very strong. And I think we may have touched on this the last time we spoke. There's this is group of older Millennials. I'm talking 28, 29, 30 years old. And they are the ones — and I'm 56. You're about to your be turning 50. So you know, I kind of have to put myself back in 30-year-old Adam and what was I doing, how is that thinking, how did I interact with my parents, all this stuff. But it was definitely a time when I was starting to figure out how a lot of the world worked.

And there's this group, and well, the brief history is born in the '90s, we had a war going on, the Gulf War, probably saw most of that. Then we had 9/11. Well, first we had the dotcom bust, then we had 9/11. Then we invaded the wrong country. Don't worry, we're going to fix everything. This will never happen again. We'll never do that. The wars continue. Then we have the Great Recession. Oh, don't worry about it. We'll fix all that. Will polish it all up. It's going to be okay. And then most of these Millennials have graduated with a $50,000, $75,000, $100,000 in college debt and a $12- o $13-an-hour job. And they're like, hold on a second. I'm not totally stupid. What is happening?

And the result is GameStop. GameStop is one. They figured out how the DTCC works, how Wall Street is really rigged and corrupt. They're starting to understand money supply, money printing. It's a great time to look at it. And you can get all the charts and you can look at shadow stats and get alternative opinions on data. And they're saying, well, wait a minute, if the dollar I have in my hand devalues 10% annually, I'd have to have a 10% raise to ever be able to buy that house. So that's off the table. And it's being accentuated by the World Economic Forum releasing videos literally saying, in the future, you won't own anything and you'll be happy. And so that's where I think a big push for Bitcoin comes from. 

And then similarly, the media — and with media, I mean not just the news media, but Hollywood. Hollywood is gone. Hollywood had their industry stolen by Silicon Valley. The celebrities no longer are of any influence. Witness every single award show being dismal. No one's watching. No one cares because big technology has in essence trapped a lot of people in that entertainment loop. So people who are interested in more information are finding a podcasts, are finding Mastodon and other social networks. It started really with signal. Oh, encryption. People are learning what encryption is. It's very inherent to us. We understand encryption and how you use it and what it can be used for, but this is all new to people.

And that shift, that group in specific, the next group of leaders, I think they've checked out from the mainstream messaging systems and it's unstoppable. And honestly, I think the powers that be are in a little bit of a quandary here. It's like, what are they going to do? How do we reach people? And the only thing that was effective was locking people down. And that seems to be not accepted anymore. 

WOODS: It's amazing to me that there is a core of people who, no matter what they're told by what source, they stick by their guns. There's a very large number of people who, when they see what the elites are telling them and what Hollywood is telling them, they just instantly adopt it because they want to be part of the cool crowd and that's just their personality and they can't help it. But there are so many people who, it doesn't matter what you said about Trump, they were going to vote for him anyway. It didn't matter what you said, because they don't believe a word you're saying. 

And then with the COVID thing, they know this is BS, even though they've been talked down to and condescended to and told they're idiots by every so-called respectable person, all of whom turned out to be wrong about everything. It's astonishing to me that there's this core group of people. 

Now, my question is, how did you ,Adam Curry, get to go from — I mean, I don't know where you started off in your political views, but I'm assuming maybe you might have been more mainstream at one point. What was the moment for you where you said the alternative voices are more right than Dan Rather?

CURRY: I know exactly when it was. And yes, of course, I was an entertainment hitman. It was my job to get the kids to buy Skittles, so I know exactly how the system works and I think that's — and my partner John C. Dvorak, he's in books and publishing, but also television and radio. We know exactly how it works. And it was not very long before we started No Agenda, so now we're talking 2006, 2007. I was living in London at the time. And actually, John and I, before we even started the show, we'd just talk to each other over Skype, which was fledgling at the time, about what I was seeing over here and the differences as to how it was being reported in the US. 

And there were two things that happened. One is the Lisbon treaty had been rejected by the Netherlands and by France and later by Ireland and the European Union group said, Oh, you guys did it wrong. We'll do another vote. And they voted again when France rejected that. So I was like, okay, hold on a second. People are saying no, and then they're just doing a do-over and that was just being reported as okay? 

But then I read it, because we had fast internet, and I read the protocols of the European Union's Lisbon treaty, which is the foundation of kind of their constitutional document, even though it's not a constitution. So on television, the media in the UK, in the Netherlands and Belgium and Germany — and I can speak these languages — it was being sold as this is going to be great, kum ba ya. We'll have the same money and no more passports — which is ironic, of course, now, in light of the COVID passports you need to get from one EU country to the next.

And then I looked at the documents, and I'm like, holy crap. No, no, this is an entire financial take over. People have no idea what it means when you just give up your money. It's not being analyzed. There's no informed consent, if you will. And laughingly, one of the protocols that I recall, which came up recently, is in the European Union, you can be rousted on the street, arrested if you have a communicable disease. Well, how coincidental is that?

And the second piece for me was a book called Legacy of Ashes, by a guy named Tim Weiner, New York Times reporter, and it was all about the CIA. My uncle, who is still with us — he's now 93 — Donald Gregg, whom I hold in high regard as a super patriot — you have to know my whole family's either intelligence or military, and I'm totally the black chief of the family. It's like, what did you do? And I've had a very good relationship with Don. And he's all in this book. He was very high-level CIA. He was National Security Advisor for Bush, Sr. He hated Bush, Jr., and Cheney and Rumsfeld and the whole gang. Understands the military industrial complex, has been very open with me about a lot of things. 

I called him. I said, "Don, is this true, what's in this book?" And he says, "Yeah, that's pretty much how I remember it." And you know, this explains Iran Contra, which he was involved in that, and how the CIA ultimately ran the drugs in exchange for weapons back to California and created the crack epidemic. And so my eyes just went, What? At the same time, Ron Paul is running on End the Fed. I'm like, What? Money works how? So once you start to understand these concepts- -and to be honest, Alex Jones had his stream up of Infowars, and I started to listen to him and hearing the guests who he had on. And then before you know it, you listen to Coast to Coast AM, and I was there. I was gone. I was in. 

We had the movie Zeitgeist, maybe you remember that, which was huge around the turn of the millennium when it was still Google video, and it was the whole history of money and the world and the rich families. And I really hadn't been presented that in school, even though I had a US/European education, and so I thought it was pretty well-rounded. All those things put together, and I said to myself, "Self, I've been bullshit to about a lot of things." 

And we had the internet, so then you just start to look and research, and I became very adept in reading legislation and later watching C-SPAN is. So the thing is it's there. You've just got to look at it. And it looks daunting, and some legislation only refers to other documents. It's impossible for someone like me but everything else is just English, you know, it's not that hard to read. You just have to do it. So we started countering the narrative based upon what was black and white on paper, and that became eventually the No Agenda show. So it's a lifestyle. It's not even a job. It's just who I am and what I do.

WOODS: How long has No Agenda been running? 

CURRY: It's the 14th year now.

WOODS: That's crazy. For a podcast? That's unbelievable.

CURRY: Without advertising, purely supported by the producers that make it. I'm very proud of our entire ecosystem. 

WOODS: Do you still have any contacts with or interaction with the entertainment world or music from your old days?

CURRY: Very few. I have some key contacts. The guy who's always, we call him the schmuck in the middle, but he's a beautiful guy, Steve Leeds, who is very well known. Actually, he used to manage — think he was A&R manager for Led Zeppelin, so he goes back to the old-school stuff, and he is now director of talent relations at Sirius XM. Honestly, Steve's the guy you say, Hey, man, I've got some friends, they're in Ireland. Do you think you can get them into the U2 gig? That's when you call Steve. That was a big ask. So he's kind of my connection into all the old-school stuff. 

And then it's just amazing how many musicians you still bump into. And a lot of them are moving to our neck of the woods, a little bit further out, Spicewood and Dripping Springs, and they're kind of semi-retired. They get a nice house, put the recording studio in it, and just do their thing. But I don't have any real connection to anything new and modern other than the people who I know at Spotify, which is the music business, sadly. And yeah, so more the musician, maybe producer level, and a couple industry contacts. The rest is all — I mean, that's why I find myself sadly watching the Grammys and going — and I will watch the Grammys — for the dead segment. Oh man, I can't believe he's gone. I knew that guy.

WOODS: [laughing] The dead segment. Yeah, they do that every year.

CURRY: Yeah, yeah exactly. 

WOODS: Well, the reason I ask is I think in an e-mail or whatever, a Twitter message, you were, as we all were, pretty pessimistic about the future of live music in 2020. So I've been surprised at how quickly — now, not many of the shows have happened yet, but certainly they were ambitious schedules I can find a Ticketmaster and so on. So I wanted to get your instincts on that. 

I want to tell you, first of all, that even in Florida it was very, very hard on the small venues, the obscure venues that they have the obscure bands or that appeal to a rather narrow taste. But that happens to be my taste in some cases. And there's a venue that's now permanently closed, the Verona, here in Florida. I had never been to the Verona, but I like that in principle it existed and someday I was planning to go to the Verona. 

And I know that the owner went into a huge amount of debt, and he had a GoFundMe, and it's very hard to get young kids who go to these clubs to go to your GoFundMe to keep you open. And I knew he was drowning in debt, and I thought, even if he winds up closing, I'm still going to give him something. I don't even care. I don't want his life to be ruined for the crime of having opened a small venue. So I actually threw a couple grand his way, and I said, I've never even been to your venue, but I love that it exists and I love the work you put into it and I hope it's able to continue. And it's gone. It's one of the venues that a lot of the bands that I might have enjoyed would go to. 

So that is a fact, that some of these — like let's say a death metal band. I mean, they're not going to be playing Madison Square Garden. They're going to be playing the Verona, and now there's no Verona. So what do you think this means for the future? Is everything just going to come back?

CURRY: Well, I'm pessimistic in general about the music industry, where it is right now today. Certainly Austin, Texas can no longer legitimately claim to be the live music capital of the world. I believe that this is part of what was intended, was to crush small business in favor of large. We've seen that with obviously big-box grocery versus every other option. And I think that was with intent. 

The problem with music is it can really only be the smaller, almost independent venues with today's structure in the music business. So if you have local musicians who then scramble and scrounge to try and get enough together to either pay to play, which is a big thing now, and they might get a piece of the door for exposure. That is very hard to do with smaller venues that can now also no longer really afford the rent that they enjoyed even up to five years ago, so these places are just disappearing. It's all in favor of bigger stuff. 

And the music business in general, with their 360 deals, they really control a lot of what the artist does and how the money flows and how much of it — I see more DJs filling up the big venues with dance parties which, you know, it's a perfect combination. And I've kind of given into it. In the '60s and '70s, we had acid, we had the music of the time. In the '80s and '90s, we had cocaine and the music of the time fit the cocaine kind of vibe perfectly. Then we started moving into MDMA, ecstasy. We had kind of the punk of techno that bridged everything with some real hardcore stuff, some crazy ass, go nuts, worse than a mosh pit. 

And now it just seems like it's DJs and very tailored drugs. That combo in big stadia, with white clothes, etc. great lights, great show, that's what has captured today's audiences. So seeing a live band play, regardless of their of their musical style, I think is just going to start to diminish severely because there's no money in it for anybody. That's not a good message, Tom.

WOODS: No, that is not a good message. I mean, even before any of the COVID craziness started happening, I remember being surprised — you know, I guess we tend to know our own industry well and others maybe not so well. So for instance, in book publishing, I know the royalty scheduled that almost every author is earning, and I know that most non-fiction books don't go anywhere. And I know that even if you have a best seller of the New York Times list, as I've had, people think that you've sold millions of them. But if only people read nonfiction, maybe a best-selling book would mean millions. So I know that.

But I had this superstitious view that the music industry is different. Like they're all cleaning up and doing great and these concerts are all bringing in a fortune. And then I found out that Steven Wilson, one of my favorite musicians, basically breaks even on the concerts and makes his money from the merchandise. What? 

CURRY: Yeah. Yeah, it's true. Well, this is one of the things that I've set out to change with the value-for-value streaming payments, and we have a band coming online soon who have already set up their agreement amongst themselves based upon direct-streaming Bitcoin payments as divided in the value block of the system. So we're circumventing the whole idea of performing rights organizations, we're circumventing ASCAP BMI and how they collect money from everybody who may have played your song or may have listened to your song, and then 48 months later, a couple pennies drop out for you.

By the way, I'm looking here at the Austin Moody theater schedules. That's a small venue about 1,500 to 2,000 people. I see Saturday Night Fever with the Night Owls. I see Johnny Goudie, Bruce Robinson and Kelly Willis. No one I know. They Might Be Giants, that's rescheduled to 2022. I see some comedians. It's nothing. It's crap. There's nothing here. 

WOODS: Yeah, I know what you mean. I know what you mean. But I think there are some bands that, for the time being, are going to wait and see how everybody else does. They don't want to be the very first ones out of the gate to —

CURRY: Why wouldn't they? Why wouldn't they want to be the first out of the gate? 

WOODS: Because, well, I know a band, a sort of obscure metal band from Finland, and they had a whole US tour lined up for 2020. They got here in March, they performed in Philly, and then everything was shut down. They had to return home. They lost a fortune. Now, we fans made it back up to them, because we all just said, look, here's a big pile of cash. You take it. But I would be very hesitant to launch another US tour until I see that there's been one season of touring that has gone by without anybody shutting anything down. That would be my concern. 

CURRY: Well, I think probably what the — I've always viewed podcasters as independent bands, and the reason I say that is historically a band does their own bookings, they drive their own stuff to the gig. Of course, that's why the drummer's always in the band, because he has his dad's van. They do their own merchandise, they staff the merchandise, they do all these things themselves, very entrepreneurial, which is oddly the thing they always want to get out of first. And it's the same for me when I was doing pirate radio. Oh, wouldn't it be great to be on the real radio, where people bring you the coffee? And it turns out that that's really not a rewarding experience mid- to longer-term. 

Just like podcasts such as yours and ours are supported by the people who — and I don't call them listeners; I call them producers because they are giving so much more back than just Hey, I listen to you. I think we need to see an organization around this with venues and bands. 

So now if your favorite obscure metal band from Finland, if they're setting up a tour, we have the tools now to organize these things, so let's book a local club and let's pre-fund it if we have to. These things are all very possible, and this is how you actually vote with your money and get stuff done instead of kind of the anachronism now of, well, if you book it, I'll be there. What a risk, you know? We can't take these risks anymore. And I think that the first person to really crack that has a big future. 

I have my eye on Tom McDonald too, by the way, if you know. I'm sure you know what he's doing. He's creating everything himself with his wife and doing great, great numbers, even on YouTube, where miraculously his music is still allowed to play, because the content is pretty much anti-establishment. But he's supported by completely the people who are who are consuming his product and being a part of his product. So I think for touring, we have to move to some kind of alternative method than the Ticketmaster cartel that we have today.

WOODS: Before I let you go, I want to give you an example that maybe will help get the wheels turning in productive ways for some people. This is episode 1,922 of the Tom Woods Show, but back on episode 110, I had Steve Hogarth, who's the lead singer for a band called Marillion, who's —

CURRY: Oh, "Kayleigh"? 

WOODS: Yes, exactly. Yes, exactly. Well, their fan base is primarily in Europe, so in the late '90s Americans got tired of there not being any Marillion tours. And basically what they were told is, look, not all musicians are millionaires and we need to make the books balance and we can't make it work. So with the help of the fledgling internet, some Marillion fans got together and raised a bunch of money and said, here, now come do the tour and when you come do the tour —

CURRY: I remember this, yeah.

WOODS: Yeah. Ad when you come to the tour, we'll still buy tickets, even though we already made the donation. So Hogarth, who's the new singer after the original guy, he said to me, one thing we learned from this is that whatever this internet thing is, we'd better get on it. So that was the first thing.

CURRY: [laughing] Boy.

WOODS: So then another thing they learned was they produced an album, like a vinyl album, which it looked like a double album, but the second sleeve was empty, and there was a note inside the album, and it says, If you'd like the other record, we'll send it to you for free; just give us your address. And he said, And just like that, our mailing list went up to like 100,000. So notice how clever all this is. Then we were able to reach out to people and say, All right, we're going back into the studio and we'd like you to buy the our next album before we even record it. Is that interesting to you? So they got like 14,000 people buying it in advance. And he said, And we'll thank you on the inside sleeve. And they wrote all 14,000 names on there. No one told them to do this. There's no rule book. They just saw what was available to them with a passionate fan base and they did it. 

CURRY: As long as your pure in your heart with your art, which I know you are and I know we are. We want to make a great show, and that will be rewarded when you allow people to reward that however they feel is appropriate. And it is beautiful to see these things taking place. I would say the most important part of that was the mailing list, and this is a big part of No Agenda's success as well. And Dvorak knows how to do email marketing.

And I'm not going to kid you, it's email marketing. What are we doing? We are telling you what's coming up in the show tomorrow, and so we're reminding you to listen and we're reminding you to support it. My wife, who was a C-suite-level communications professional — her last job was five years at Ronald McDonald House Charities. She semi-retired now. She said, you know why people don't give to nonprofits? And I said no. She said because the nonprofit doesn't ask. 

WOODS: Yeah.

CURRY: It's the biggest mistake. And it's hard. And if we can all understand, you're probably not going to be a millionaire or a billionaire depending on how inflation goes, but you will find that when you're pure and you're pure with your audience and you allow them to participate — that's the key — you will get what you deserve. That's what happens. And it's karmic. I don't know what it is. Maybe we've created our own version of the simulation. But it works. We've been able to pay the rent. And subsequently, I was able to pay a mortgage throughout the past 14 years because of just the openness of letting everybody create. And we have no rules. We don't enforce copyrights. People can make T-shirts, anything. Please, just send us a donation from time to time.

And there's something in our human psyche, that when you receive something and you're reminded about it — and maybe it's unique to Americans? I'd it doesn't seem that way. But we have a strong presence of this gene. We feel like we need to give something back. And when you allow people to do that however they want to, it's surprising, because I can't look in anyone's pocketbook. I may think it's rude to ask for $50, and if I just say send me whatever you want, someone sends 500, I'm always amazed, because I don't understand that person's value curve, so why should I price things for him or her? 

WOODS: Yeah, that's exactly right. Yeah, I'm delighted by how people have responded to the Tom Woods Show in terms of support, because regardless of what I do with it, I mean I'll try to pour — I mean, I do have a team to pay, stuff like that. But their view is, look — I used to say, I have all these benefits if you join. And I asked my group once, what other benefits can I add? And I actually had a bunch of people saying we don't really want any benefit. We want to give you the money and listen to the show. That is it. We don't need you to send us anything else. We don't want any additional thing. You've done plenty.

CURRY: Yes. And we've been trained to think, oh well, I have to do bonus content and extra special stuff, which to me, is always like, well, I don't know, what is the other stuff, just throwaway? But you're right. In their hearts, people just really want to support you.

And I'd like to ask one thing, since I know that your audience pushes back against a lot of the establishment, as ours does. Right now, we have Apple and Spotify and others trying to in essence break apart the ecosystem of podcasting. Apple shows no regard for the RSS feed anymore. They want people to use their own hosted subscription service. Spotify are now ingesting new podcasts. You can create one with Spotify. You don't have an RSS feed, so it will only work there. It won't work anywhere else. There's quite a movement in Podcasting 2.0. We have almost 20 new features, and I'd love to ask your audience to listen to the Tom Woods Show on a new podcast app. Just give it a try to see what some of the cool features are at NewPodcastApps.com. That's my plug.

WOODS: Oh, absolutely. Yeah, I'm absolutely delighted. I'll put that link also on the show notes page. 

CURRY: Yeah, we have hundreds of developers who saw the open nature of the project. We now have all of these podcast apps with complete different experiences, with all kinds of multimedia features, searchable transcripts, also streaming payments, all kinds of crazy, cool stuff that doesn't even work on these other systems, but yet it's backward compatible with every single podcast. But it really takes the power away from or maintains our power, really, preserves podcasting as a platform for free speech, which is important ,because just read the news. They're already talking about, Hey, who moderates this stuff? Who's in charge of the crazy people on podcasts? How do we shut that down? And that's going to be — I'll die spitting in the microphone, but I'm certainly going to leave this group of Millennials with an ecosystem that is solid, because we can't have this taken down.

WOODS: Now, obviously people can listen to No Agenda by going to a podcast app such as what you just mentioned and typing it in, but is there also a website you want to tell us about? 

CURRY: Yeah, NoAgendaShow.com or NoAgendaShow.net. They both work. And from there, you can get all the episodes where we have a vast network. Once you kind of get into it, you'll see that we have a social network and we have search engines for over a decade of show notes, for research, which we have a domain for everything. We have I think 10,000 domain names that point to something. So BingIt.io. Don't go to Bing, just BingIt.io, and you can search the show notes, the clips. And this has all been put together by what we call Gitmo Nation. So once you get to NoAgendaShow.com, you kind of fall into the rest and you will find that there are many crossover listeners, both ways. So Tom Woods people will feel comfortable here, and I know that No Agenda people feel comfortable with you. 

WOODS: Well, that's great. I'm really glad to hear that. I'm glad for the success of you guys. The good guys do win from time to time. So I'll have these links up at TomWoods.com/922. And thanks again, Adam, especially coming on, on a weekend to record for me so I can get out of town. I didn't tell you that was the secret reason. That was the secret reason, so I could go on a trip and not be thinking on the plane, feeling guilty I didn't do an episode. 

CURRY: No, not at all, and man, I hope we hook up in person sometime in Texas, maybe at one of those obscure heavy metal band shows. I'd love to get an invite.

WOODS: Yeah, we'll stay in touch, absolutely. Thanks again.

CURRY: Thank you, Tom.
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